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ALUMNI
Desmond Howard gets help from Alumnus
Richard Sayler helps star pick agent

T

here was a time when alumnus
Richard Sayler, a litigation
specialist with Jones Day in
Cleveland, thought seriously about
getting into the business of sports
representation. While he's never acted
on his impulse, he has spent a good deal
of time lately representing U-M Reisman
Trophy winner Desmond Howard as
Howard made the decisions that followed
the Big One to tum pro.
Sayler, a '69 graduate who handles
large intellectual property and commercial cases at Jones Day, met Howard, a
Clevelander, through DeBorah Marshall,
his secretary at the firm, who just
happened to be Howard's godmother.
"Because of my pedigree," Sayler
says, "she knew I was interested in
Michigan and Michigan football . So was
my son, who's a sports nut. As some
quasi-legal questions began to arise for
Howard about two years ago, I said I'd be
glad to talk to him and to his parents."
That willingness has blossomed into
an extended personal and professional
relationship with Howard, who graduated
from U-M this spring and was drafted to
play for the Super Bowl champion
Washington Redskins.
Sayler's prediction that hundreds of
individuals and firms would be after
Howard if he turned pro after his spectacular U-M career was borne out by the
floodtide of applications that poured in
once Howard made the decision in
January.
"There are horror stories about the
wrong people being selected," Sayler
says. His job, as Howard and his family
engaged him to be their lawyer in the
negotiations, was to make sure this didn't
happen.
Three principal areas came under
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scrutiny: the selection of someone to
represent Howard in football contract
negotiations; someone to handle his
marketing and endorsements; and
someone to attend to his financial affairs.
Although marketing and contract
negotiations are often handled by one
person, Sayler felt they should be
handled separately. After hundreds of
phone calls to athletes, athletes' parents,
business people and sports management
people - Sayler, Howard, his parents,
and Ms. Marshall settled on approximately six individuals or firms to
interview in each of the three fields.
Howard's commitment to college as
well as to football - Sayler calls him "a
studious and intelligent person who
behaves as I'd like my kids to do" meant that many of the interviews
occurred on weekends in Cleveland.
One, however, took place on the ninth

floor of the Legal Research Building,
courtesy of Associate Dean Edward
Cooper.
These interviews - conducted very
much in the Socratic method, Sayler says
- resulted in the selection of California
attorney Leigh Steinberg to represent
Howard in contract talks, and in the
choice of attorney David Falk of the
Washington, D.C., firm ProServe
Basketball and Football to handle the
marketing and endorsement side. Sayler
continues to function as general counsel
of the effort and is continuing to help
Howard secure financial management,
which will likely include lawyers, CPA's,
and professional investment managers.
From time to time, Sayler says, the
question arose of his being Howard's
only representative for these functions.
His answer was a firm no. "I don't have
the hands-on experience or the Rolodex
to manage the pre- and post-draft contacts
with a host of NFL teams. Also, I don't
have detailed knowledge of or the going
rates in endqrsements and marketing" as
specialists do.
Nor does he intend to use his involvement with Howard as a springboard into
the player representation field.
"I got into this on a personal basis," he
says. "Ultimately I'm more interested in
getting out the story of how to go about
selecting quality representatives for
athletes than in becoming one. Often the
decisions are hasty. Not all of them work
out badly, but it's a very important time
in a young athlete's life - a time to
move carefully and to make wellreasoned decisions. I'm convinced
Desmond Howard did that."

-By Susan Isaacs Nisbett

Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering give gift
On his firm :S 30th, scholarship endowed to honor Pickering

W

ilmer, Cutler & Pickering, a
prestigious Washington,
D.C., firm, announced May
1 it would estalish a $500,000 endowed
scholarship at the U-M Law School to
honor one of its two surviving named
partners, John Pickering. Pickering
graduated from Michigan Law School in
1940.
The endowment was created on the
30th anniversary of Wilmer, Cutler &
Pickering. A similar scholarship fund
was created at Yale Law School to honor
the firm's other surviving named partner,
Lloyd Cutler, who received his LLB
degree from Yale in 1939.
The Pickering Scholarship will
provide annual tuition for at least one

student each year. Selection of Pickering
Scholars will be based on financial need,
academic excellence and a student's pro
bono and public service record. As is the
case with the firm's lawyers, Pickering
Scholars must be committed to dedicating
at least 10 percent of all their future
professional efforts to pro bono work or
public service activities.
John Pickering has been an active Law
School alumnus, and has served on the
Committee of Visitors and as chairman of
the Law School's Development Committee. In 1979 he was honored with the UM' s Outstanding Acn.ievement A ward for
service to the University. He has also
been awarded a Helen L. DeRoy Fellowship.

Class Notes

Harvey M. Silets was named one of the ten
most successful trial lawyers in the country by
the National Law Journal.

John Pickering

Martin M. Doctoroff has been unanimously
elected chief judge of the Michigan Court of
Appeals for a two year term.

John Jackson has been selected by Columbia
Journal of Transnational Law and the
Columbia Society of International Law to
receive the 1992 Wolfgang Friedmann
Memorial Award. The award is given
annually in recognition of outstanding,
lifelong contributions to the field of international law. He is a professor at the Law
School.

1958 _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _

1960~----------~

Earl C. Townsend, Jr. was recently honored
by the Indiana Trial Lawyers Association at
their Fourth Annual Lifetime Achievement
Seminar.

Hanley M. Gurwin was presented the
Lifetime Achievement Award by the family
law section of the State Bar of Michigan. He
is a partner with Hill Lewis in Birmingham,
Michigan.

1955 ~----------~

1959- - - - - - - - - - -

Robert Emmons, chairman and chief
executive officer of Smart & Final, has been
honored as Food Industry Executive of the
Year by the food industry management
program in the School of Business
Administration at the University of Southern
California.

John R. Heber was cited in the fourth edition
of The Best Lawyers in America. He is a
partner with Smith, Stratton, Wise, Heber &
Brennan of Princeton, New Jersey, where he
specializes in health care law.

John W. Gelder has been elected to a twoyear term as a managing partner of the law
firm of Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone.
He is based in the firm's Detroit office,
principally practicing in corporate law.

1937 _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __
1957~----------~

Charles W. Allen was recently elected a
Fellow of the Maine Bar Foundation. He is a
partner in the firm of Pierce, Atwood,
Scribner, Allen, Smith & Lancaster in
Portland, Maine.

1939 _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __

1961.- - - - - - - - - - Calvin A. Campbell was named President
and CEO of Cyprus Minerals Company. He
will work out of Cyprus' offices in Denver.
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Francis C. Marson was recently elected a
Fellow of the Maine Bar Foundation. He
practices with the firm of Eaton, Glass,
Marsano & Woodward in Belfast, Maine.

1963 _ __ _ _ _ __ __ _
Joe Billy McDade was confirmed by the U.S.
Senate to the U.S. District Court for the
Central District of Illinois in Peoria.

W. Robert Reum was elected director of
AMSTED Industries Incorporated. He is
chairman, president and chief executive
officer of The Interlake Corporation, Lisle,
Illinois.
Eli J. Segal retired, sold his company and
moved to London for one year. He returned
to Massachusetts and now owns and publishes
Games magazine.

Lawrence Waggoner was the Joseph
Trachtman lecturer for the American College
of Trust and Estate Counsel. His lecture topic
was "Marital Property Rights in Transition".
He is a professor at the Law School.

Lawrence A. Moloney has become a
shareholder of Doherty, Rumble & Butler,
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He practices in the
area of environmental law with an emphasis
on complex litigation.

1966._ _ _ _ __ __ _ __

1967_ _ __

_ _ _ _ __

James B. Boskey has been a professor at
Seton Hall Law School since 1971 and is
currently teaching courses in Dispute
Resolution and Family Law.
Michael R. Levin is a partner with Levin &
D' Agostino, an investment lending law firm
in Hartford, Connecticut.
Jim Pendergrast practices tax, legislative and
regulatory law in the Law Department of
Travelers Insurance Company in Hartford,
Connecticut.
Judy R. Potter was recently elected a Fellow
of the Maine Bar Foundation. She is a
professor at the University of Maine School of
Law.
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1975 _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __
Scott Bass has become a partner in the New
York office of Piper & Marbury, where he is
in charge of the firm's Food & Drug Law
Practice. He was also elected Chair of the
New York State Bar Association Section on
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Law, and has
recently authored the chapter on "Enforcement Powers of the Food and Drug Administration" in the Food and Drug Law treatise
(FDLI 1991).

Lee D. Powar has been named chairman of
the American Bar Association's subcommittee
on partnerships in bankruptcy. He is a partner
in the Cleveland, Ohio law firm of Hahn
Loeser & Parks.

Robert E. Gilbert has been reelected to a
two-year term as a managing partner of
Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone. Based
in the firm' s Ann Arbor, Michigan office, he
practices in the areas of public and private
finance including real estate development and
finance.

Robert E. Hirshon was recently elected a
Fellow of the Maine Bar Foundation. He is a
partner with the firm of Drummond,
Woodsum, Plimpton and MacMahon in
Portland, Maine.

1976 _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _

~

1968 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Robert A. Bunda announces the formation of
Bunda Stutz .& DeWitt in Toledo, Ohio.

~

Ronald R. Glancz has joined the Washington, D.C. firm of Venable, Baetjer, Howard &
Civiletti as a partner and head of the Washington Bank Regulatory Practice.

1970 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Thomas W. Linn has been reelected to a twoyear term as a managing partner of Miller,
Canfield, Paddock and Stone. Based in the
firm's Detroit, Michigan office, he practices
in the areas of municipal law and securities,
commercial, and banking law.

1977 _ _ _ __ __ _ __ _
Ralph G. Wellington was elected to a three
year term on the Executive Committee of
Schnader, Harrison, Segal & Lewis. He is a
member of the firm's litigation department
and chairs its Aviation Law Practice Group.
He practices in the firm's
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania office.

1971 _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _
David McKeague was confirmed by the U.S.
Senate to the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Michigan in Lansing.

David C. Crago has been appointed assistant
professor of law at Ohio Northern University
in Ada, Ohio.
Raymond R. Kepner has joined Morgan,
Lewis & Bockius as a partner in its Los
Angeles, California office where he will
continue to practice in labor and employment
matters.

1978 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Duncan Davidson has been promoted to Vice
President, High Tech Practice of Gemini
Consulting in Morristown, New Jersey.
Stephen A. Edwards has been elected a
director of the National Association of Bond
Lawyers. He is a partner in the Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania office of Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius.
Nancy Olah has been appointed as vice
president and associate general counsel of The
Maryland Insurance Group in Baltimore.
1979 ~----------~

Mark A. Sterling was re-elected to serve as
President of HospiceCare of the District of
Columbia. The organization provides home
health and supportive services to D.C.
residents who face life-threatening or terminal
illnesses. He practices in the Washington,
D.C. office of Hogan & Hartson.
G. Steven Stidham has been appointed by
Oklahoma Governor David Walters to the
Scenic Rivers Commission.

1980 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
G. A. Finch was appointed by Illinois
Governor Jim Edgar to a three-year term as a
member of the Illinois Human Rights
Commission. He was also appointed to the
new Board of Advisors of Niles College by
the Archbishop of Chicago, Joseph Cardinal
Bernardin. Mr. Finch is an attorney with
Querrey & Harrow, Ltd. in Chicago.
Beatriz M. Olivera has formed a new law firm,
Boyle and Olivera, in Chicago, Illinois. The
firm's practice will focus on business litigation with an emphasis on insurance matters.

1982 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Brian H. Boyle has formed a new law firm,
Boyle and Olivera, in Chicago, Illinois. The
firm's practice will focus on business
litigation with an emphasis on insurance
matters.

Stefan B. Herpel has become a partner in the
law firm of Miller, Canfield, Paddock and
Stone. Located in the firm's Detroit,
Michigan office, he will practice in commercial litigation, including nuclear power plant
litigation.
Portia Moore has returned to Seattle as
managing partner for a new office of
Morrison & Foerster.

1983 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Keith J. Hesse has been elected to partnership
in the Orlando, Florida law firm of Foley &
Lardner where he specializes in litigation.

1988 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Daniel H. Golub has joined t!J.e Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania office of Schnader, Harrison,
Segal & Lewis where he will practice in the
intellectual property department.

1989 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Oscar Gonzalez and Ruth R. Rodriguez
have formed the new firm of Braumiller and
Rodriguez in Dallas, Texas.
Yvonne D. Powell has become associated
with Bunda Stutz & DeWitt of Toledo, Ohio.

1991 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

1984 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Gary A. Rosen has become a shareholder in
the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania law firm of
Hangley Connolly Epstein Chicco Foxman &
Ewing. His practice is concentrated in
commercial litigation, appellate litigation and
bankruptcy. He is also a contributing author
of Emerging Problems Under the Federal
Rules of Evidence, (2d ed. 1991).
Kurtis Wilder was appointed to the
Washtenaw County Circuit Court by Michigan Governor John Engler.

1985 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Todd W. Grant is an associate with Cox &
Hodgman in Troy, Michigan.

Alumni Deaths
'20 Morse D. Campbell

'21 Carl Axel Sorling
'29 Waldo K: Greiner
Henry C. Salveter

Kent Koji Matsumoto has joined Semmes,
Bowen & Semmes of Baltimore, Maryland.
He practices in the firm's international and
environmental law departments.

'32 William R. Althans

Ronald M. Voiles has become a Chartered
Financial Analyst (CFA) as designated by the
Trustees of the Institute of Chartered
Financial Analysts.

'41 Richard S. Roberts

'38 Albert D. Matheson

'48 Glenn E. Kelley
Stewart Edward McFadden

1986_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
'50 Joseph G. Egan
Mark Nussbaum has relocated to the West
Palm Beach, Florida office of Honigman
Miller Schwartz and Cohn where he practices
primarily in hospital and health care law.

'52 Robert W. Porter
'55 James J. Carras
'70 Richard N. Lowen
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